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Statement from Nature

23 January 2014

We would not normally comment on a point of view expressed by an employee in a personal capacity and in their personal
time. However, as Nature was mentioned in a recent personal Twitter post by a Nature editor, it is necessary for us to clarify
our views and policies. Firstly, we are pleased that the editor in this case has apologised to Dr Isis for the language used and for
the fact that her identity was revealed. We also wish to make clear that both the language and behaviour are contrary to
Nature's principles and codes of editorial practice, and indeed contrary to the practices of all our editors. We encourage civility
and respect on social media by our employees, and hope for similar standards from those we interact with. Blindness to the
status of research authors is enshrined in our editorial selection policies and practices, as is the respect for, and protection of,
anonymity. We take our responsibilities to our authors and reviewers seriously and we protect the identities of anonymous
reviewers, manuscript authors or authors of magazine articles. Our policies on anonymity are detailed on our author and
reviewer services pages: http://www.nature.com/authors/index.html. We continue to listen to reactions and are
carefully considering the issues. The history and circumstances are complex, so we will not be commenting further on the
specifics at this time.
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